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RunninF dry of garden ideas in these
times of drought? These plants have lots
of color but use little water.

“Herethe rain is everything,*
Douglas, The

Grass, 1947

BY JON VANZILE
FALTO THESUN-SENTINEL

, @ time: rolls.
lfthe burnin Everglades and dust blows on the winds of spring.
And there will ahvays bea dry season.

Even after our current drought gives way tothe seemingly
endless summer rain, another will come, followed by another and
another and another,

The be:

esson:

our water resources. But this doesn'l mean giving up your

favorite plants. With proper plamning, waler management and
gy ph

of paradi whes

Introduced lbaulimy!lrsm m««pingmmsunlanmape
designs that maximize existing water sources,

Bill Reeve, awner of Botanical Visidns in Lauderdale-by-the-
Sea,lectures widel onsoriscsping and uses i his cwn
landscape designs. The first step, Reeve says, is to spend
mmgnngmmgmknw r

ere i wec? he asks. Where does it ge full
sun i how docs e summer sus difer fom the
winter? We get a lot of rainin the summer, s0 you
might have a dry front lawn, but around the
downspouts it will stay wetall summer.”
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SOME LIKE IT HOT: Gazinia daisy, bottom
left, walking irs, top left. purple queen, top
right lriope and Puerto Rican portulaca,
botiomigh, e subed oy, unny
locations. Staff photos/Nam Y. Huh;

stalf Wustration!
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Experts say you should know your yard before you buy plants

N XERISCAPE
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Over time create a map that

shows the mmmcllm.lles on
ur property, including drai

age sunand n-mm mm-rle

Thenlookat your plant pal
ette,”
plant for every place. ot try
1o change the conditions of
your site. Match the conditions
of your site with plants that
evolved (o grow there. You'
have many, many options.”

Xeriscaping s often ntro-
duced over time, slowly
m[lhelumen mlDidlveHe

botanical oasi at

necds very lile water and
resistant {6 pests.

SUNNY SIDE
Taking it slow is good advice
forany drough 3

THEIR DAY IN THE SUN: Blue plumbago at Joe Huppert's house in Southwest Ranches can take the
heat ¥. Huh

scape. Before you can create a
garden that peacefully coexists
with your environment, you

requirement is fairly easy.
hop at a reputable nursery
with

property.

“We need to take one step
back,” says Jay Vedaee, an ex-
tension agent and horticultur-
ist with the Broward County
Extension Education Division.

and ask questions. A el
placed plant will require far
water and will be mu:h
healthier than a plant strug-
sling with oo mich sun ar &

availability. Sometimes it may
seem as if there aren't many
colorful options for flower
beds.

But Ken Zugar, owner of Zu-
gar Growers in Fort Lauder-
dale, disagrees. His nursery
cializes in ground cor

The first step. he says, is
evaluating how much light
your property receives. In gen-
eralany place thal gels more
than six hours of
Inghhsmnswdzledafullwnllr

“IF:tuu take aplant that likes
shade and put it in full sun,
will burn," Vedace
puta plant thal

o5t and driest corner of the

wide va-
riety of perennial flowering
plants that don't need much
waier once they're established
and will never need replacing,

habits.

‘New plants will require ex-
tra water as they are weaned
from the nursery environment,
where they likely have been
pampered. For this reason, it's
agood idea toplantinth
spring or early summer when
the rainy season will help natu-

‘Then, when the top couple
inches of the soil are baking
through the dry season, the
pmmm roais still gel mois

y plants.

Once they've been weaned,
encourage healthy root growth
with good watering habits.

isequally im-

portant
“Our soils are terrible,” Ve-
dntc  says. “Plants need lo be

CREEPY:Grounc<overng
D39 lrt.shove

opal,left, are
ouont resistant

especially true for
plants, which have spent thou-
sands of years acclimatizing
themselves to Florida's sea-

sons and poor soil conditions.
“The plants that are native to

this area are adapted 1o wet

and dry seasons, 50 i1 makes

sense 'hE\' would be able to
urvive the dy

says Jack Lange, president of
the Broward Chapter of the
Florida Natie Plant Soiety
ntrary o many peo-
ple's opimions et aitive

His list of
i

Zanfindahome na dlooght:
tolerant landscape, there are
1nmn particularly notorious
er-guraers. The worstare
|ln|\aN
The powmnnmnngmnu.

lantana, dwarl crown of
thorns, portulaca. gazinia dai-
sy, liriope, purple queen, walk-
ing iris, ,em\ of opar, coil
créeperand z

Zugar_also mtummends

ist prin-
klersthat switch on for anly 20
minutes might be keeping your
landscape green, but they're
also using much more water
than necessary and not encour-
aging sirong. 'henlllv) plants

In genera. you water only

o four times a
i with a good, complete fer-
Tiizer. The fertilizef should
have 50 percent o more slow-
release nitrogen. If you can af-
ford 100 percent slow relcase,
that's fantastic.”
Alarge bag of high-quality,
, such as

e longu recommends sever-
ailwmmnanunn» uty, a5
well as their ability to bring
Butterfiics and wildife into g
yard. He likes coco plum,
‘which has satiny leaves in red
and green, firebush with its tu-

the shad
out, els insects, it gets

alcouldn’
mendous amounts of water, uf—

digeases and

thinks it lacks nutrients. So

they put a pile of fertilizer in

there and water it and spray it
vy

rigatior
make through the inter,
Then, during the summer, im.
patiens beds ure

nd deli-
cate foxtail fern, the native
sword fern, the smooth-leafed

wheny I ular that but-
This may be once a weakor M mocote, might vcrn.c« irresistible, and the
1 chas $60. However, i e, which

with caladium, another popu-
lor annual that needs lots of

st

Peaple like these plants for
their bold colors and wide

wart fern or the waist-high ma-  perhaps not at all dunng[he
chofern. rainy season. Signs include
leaves that

WISELY have brown, crinkly edges.
After any plant is in the  When you do irmigate, useas
und, the next o & much as an inch of water to

gron
drought-tolerantlands
0 develop good watering

penetrate far into the soiland
cause the roots to reach deep.

that single bag will outjast sev:
eral bags of an inferior feriliz-
er and make for much healthier

y few plants in
ht-resist

E ©

is extremely hardy during the
Iry season and attracts many

Kinds of wildlife

stant
some are more easily condi
tioned thanany others. This is

i el
writer wha lives in Pompano
Beach,
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